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Week Ending Friday, October 2, 1998

Statement on the International
Economy
September 25, 1998

At a time of global financial turmoil, we
should be working together to build a new
bipartisan international economic policy that
strengthens America’s competitive edge. Re-
newing traditional authority is the right thing
to do, but now was clearly the wrong time
to vote on it.

The House of Representatives should
focus its energies on making sure that the
International Monetary Fund is strong
enough to confront the financial crisis that
threatens our economy today. That legisla-
tion has strong bipartisan support in the Sen-
ate but has become entangled in politics in
the House. Strengthening the IMF is the sin-
gle most important thing we can do now to
protect American farmers, ranchers, and
workers who depend on exports to make a
living.

At a time when we need to forge a new
consensus on trade, Congress has chosen
partisanship over progress. To move our
trade policy forward this year, Congress still
has time to enact important legislation from
the Africa trade legislation to the global ship-
building treaty and the Caribbean Basin Ini-
tiative. And when Congress returns next year,
we should do the hard work of building a
bipartisan coalition for traditional negotiating
authority so that we can build on our success-
ful record of expanding markets for Amer-
ican goods, services, and agricultural exports.

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

Joint Statement on United States-
Saudi Relations
September 25, 1998

His Royal Highness Crown Prince
Abdullah Bin Abdulaziz, First Deputy Prime

Minister and Head of the Saudi Arabian Na-
tional Guard, visited Washington, D.C. Sep-
tember 23–25, 1998 at the invitation of Vice
President Al Gore.

The visit is in the framework of the close,
strong and historic relations between the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the United
States of America stretching back more than
a half century to President Roosevelt and
King Abdul Aziz. It reflects the desire of both
governments to have periodic high-level con-
sultations to assure coordination of policies
that affect mutual interests. Crown Prince
Abdullah was received by President Clinton
and Vice President Gore, as well as Secretary
of State Albright. In addition, he received
calls from Secretary of the Treasury Rubin,
Secretary of Energy Richardson and Deputy
Secretary of Defense Hamre.

The two sides discussed topics of mutual
interest and concern. Both sides pledged to
cooperate fully in the search for comprehen-
sive, just and lasting peace in the Middle East
based on Security Council Resolutions 242
and 338 and the principle of land for peace.
The United States updated the Crown Prince
on America’s efforts to put the peace process
back on track. President Clinton explained
the progress made in narrowing the gaps dur-
ing Ambassador Dennis Ross’s recent visit to
the region. Secretary Albright is meeting
with Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu and
Chairman Arafat in New York this week to
continue this process in an effort to achieve
agreement on the basis of President Clinton’s
ideas. In this context, the United States ex-
pressed concern about unilateral acts taken
by either side that undermine confidence in
the negotiations.

Saudi Arabia expressed its full support for
the peace efforts exerted by the United
States and Saudi Arabia’s willingness to sup-
port whatever the Palestinian side agrees to
in the service of peace. Saudi Arabia ex-
pressed its deep concern about Israeli unilat-
eral actions, including in Jerusalem, which
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could prejudge the outcome of the final sta-
tus negotiations, and also called on Israel to
fully implement the Oslo and Washington ac-
cords and to cooperate with the United
States’ initiative to reinvigorate the process.
The United States and Saudi Arabia expect
the two sides to strictly abide by their obliga-
tions. At the same time, the two sides under-
scored the importance of resuming negotia-
tions on the Syrian and Lebanese tracks of
the peace process as soon as possible in an
effort to facilitate a comprehensive peace.
Both countries expressed their support for
the implementation of Resolutions 425 and
426.

During their discussion on Iraq, the two
sides expressed their serious concern at the
Iraqi government’s decision to suspend co-
operation with the UN Special Commission
(UNSCOM) and the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA). They called upon
the Iraqi government to comply with the re-
cent UN Resolution which states that Iraq’s
action is totally unacceptable, and which de-
mands that Iraq resume cooperation with
UNSCOM and the IAEA. They agreed that
the only way to alleviate the suffering of the
Iraqi people lies in strict adherence to all Se-
curity Council Resolutions. They expressed
their sympathy with the Iraqi people and sat-
isfaction with UN resolution 1153 which ad-
dresses humanitarian needs.

Both countries welcome Iran’s stated pol-
icy to improve relations with the states of the
region and its renunciation of terrorism, and
hope that these statements will translate into
practice.

They discussed the situation in Afghani-
stan, and expressed support for the efforts
of the United Nations and the Organization
of Islam Conference aiming at a peaceful res-
olution and an end to the fighting. They
called upon Iran and Afghanistan to resolve
their differences by peaceful means. Also,
both sides reaffirmed the danger and threat
that terrorism constitutes for international
security and stability. They called on all coun-
tries to prevent terrorists from operating
from their soil and assist in bringing known
terrorists to justice. They considered that
concerted international action is an effective
way to combat terrorism.

Both sides were united in the view that
the current situation in Kosovo is unaccept-
able and condemned the harsh measures
taken by the Yugoslav government causing
displacement of large segments of the popu-
lation of Kosovo. They also noted with con-
cern the recent nuclear testing in India and
Pakistan and called on all states to sign and
ratify the CTBT at the earliest possible date.

They reviewed the current state of the
international economy. Both sides agreed on
the need to continue to consult closely on
these issues and to continue cooperation to
enhance trade and investment between the
two countries. The United States expressed
its support for Saudi Arabia’s accession to the
World Trade Organization, and both sides
look forward to the increasing trade opportu-
nities and further integration into the global
economy which will flow from Saudi Arabia’s
membership in that organization. Both sides
agreed to continue their efforts to complete
these important economic negotiations as
soon as possible. The American side wel-
comed continued Saudi efforts to enforce
measures for protecting intellectual property
rights and looked forward to further
progress. The two sides renewed their inten-
tions to fully consult and cooperate on the
issues related to global climate change and
will continue to assure that measures taken
in this regard are based on the state of sci-
entific evidence and data. They stressed the
need to encourage technical cooperation and
scientific research in the fields of water; agri-
cultural standards, regulations and policies;
and specification and measurements.

The two sides stressed the importance of
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in the world
oil market, and the United States reiterated
its recognition of the Kingdom of Saudi Ara-
bia as a secure and reliable supplier of energy
resources, especially to the United States.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this joint statement. This
item was not received in time for publication in
the appropriate issue.
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Proclamation 7127—Gold Star
Mother’s Day, 1998
September 25, 1998

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Throughout our Nation’s history, brave

Americans have put on the uniforms of our
Armed Services and placed themselves in
harm’s way to preserve our cherished free-
doms and advance the ideals of democracy.
In the brutality of war, many have sacrificed
their lives, bringing devastating pain and
grief to their families and friends. No one
feels such a loss more acutely than do the
mothers and fathers of these patriots who
have paid so dearly to serve our country. To
bear and nurture children, to give them life
and unbounded love, to raise them with care
to adulthood, only to lose them to the fatal
grip of war, brings an abiding sorrow.

Yet, with strength and determination, a
group of extraordinary women has trans-
formed sorrow into service to others. Since
1928, America’s Gold Star Mothers have
worked together to serve their communities
and our Nation. They bring comfort and
hope to disabled veterans and their families,
to keep alive the memory of all Americans
who have paid the ultimate price for our free-
dom, and to promote harmony among all the
peoples of the world. Their quest for peace
is especially poignant because they know bet-
ter than most the cruel costs of war. Every
Gold Star Mother has faced the inevitable
and unyielding truth that the proud son or
daughter who marched off to battle will
never come home to her loving arms. Bound
by sorrow yet filled with compassion, Ameri-
ca’s Gold Star Mothers are a noble example
of love, dedication, and patriotism.

As a Nation, we have a sacred duty to re-
member those who have died in service to
our country, but we have an important re-
sponsibility to the living as well. America’s
Gold Star Mothers deserve our unfailing
gratitude and profound respect, not only for
their courage and compassion in the face of
great personal sadness, but also for their con-
stant love for our country and their fellow
Americans. That is why the Congress, by

Senate Joint Resolution 115 of June 23, 1936
(49 Stat. 1895), has designated the last Sun-
day in September as ‘‘Gold Star Mother’s
Day’’ and authorized and requested the
President to issue a proclamation in observ-
ance of this day.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim September 27, 1998, as
Gold Star Mother’s Day. I call on all govern-
ment officials to display the United States
flag on government buildings on this day. I
also urge the American people to display the
flag and to hold appropriate meetings in their
homes, places of worship, or other suitable
places, as a public expression of the sympathy
and the respect that our Nation holds for its
Gold Star Mothers.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-fifth day of September,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-eight, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twenty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:26 a.m., September 28, 1998]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on September 29. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Remarks at a Democratic National
Committee Dinner in San Jose,
California
September 25, 1998

Thank you. Thank you, John. I sort of hate
to speak after that. [Laughter] He made a
better case than I could have made for my-
self. I thank you. And I want to thank Mayor
Susan Hammer for her friendship and her
leadership of this great city.

I’m delighted to be back here again, or
in the new Tech, and I do hope that because
of this event tonight you’ll receive even wider
publicity, and you’ll have throngs of children
coming here, learning all the things that they
need to see about their own future. [Ap-
plause] Thank you very much.


